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HotBox Editorial                 Barry Hensel, Editor 

 

   Hello again! While I write this message, the weather has certainly 
improved and that is a welcome sight! While I'm sure we all enjoy winter, 
not for the cold and snow but for the model railroading opportunities, it is 
still nice to see green stuff. Trees, grass, bushes and flowers. Of course, 
I'm partial to green anyway, why do you think I model the Reading in it's 
GREEN & yellow scheme!  
   I have a feeling that you're reading this a bit behind our planned 
publication date of May 1. Once again I must ask for your forgiveness and 
indulgence as I am a very busy guy lately. You see I'm trying to chair two 
events at the same time, our own NCR convention and the annual Camaro 
Show that the Camaro club I belong to hosts. It's very tricky and I seem to 
be handling it fairly well, but it does take time, lots of time. So far I have not 
sent out a convention report to the car club, or a report on car show awards 
to the NCX Team. Whew! On the bright side, the Camaro show is the 4th of 
July weekend and then I can turn my time towards the final preparation of 
the NCX. Of course, if you are reading this "on time"é wellé. cool!  
   Later on in this HotBox are the NCR election results. Thanks to those that 
took the time to send in your votes! To those that didn't send in your vote, 
no complaining nowé! I hope you enjoyed the HotBox Extra that the ballots 
were in. We are expecting to put that out each year for a general NCR 
update to all NCR members. Greaté more for me to doé.. !  
The last thought to mention is that we've improved the HotBox again. This 
issue was done by our new printer - Saturn Printing of Livonia, Michigan. I 
believe you'll find it a sharper, better to read print job. Plus, we slashed our 
costs by more than one third per issue! That could keep us in "print" longer 
then expected. Welcome aboard, Saturn Printing! 
  Thanks for readingé  Barry 
 

MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN! 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOTBOX CORRECTIONS                                                             NCR "OOPS"é. 
 

Always striving to be correct is something we will do with the HotBox. But, we are human and mistakes can/will 
happen. Please forgive us, these are NOT intentional! Corrections for the Feb 2010 edition of the HotBox are- 
 * Oh-ohé we have no notes of any corrections for the last issue!!  
 
  
FRONT COVER PICTURES- NCX convention logo, Div 10 layouts, article on tools 
REAR COVER PICTURES-  NCX convention logo, Div 6 layouts for convention 
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NCR - NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
BOARD MEMBERS & DIVISION LEADERS 

 

 
President 

Jack Watson     586-598-7407 
jwatson1212@sbcglobal.net 
 
Vice-President  

Dave McMullian   419-878-4888 
Davemcmullian@earthlink.net 
  
Secretary  

Larry Wolohon, MMR    
734-454-4816  
Larrywolohon@comcast.net  

  
Treasurer  

Dean Pyers 586-979-7319 
dpyers@aol.com  

  
Registrar  

Marty LaForte 734-459-5173 
lafortes@gmail.com 

 
Directors  

Chuck White  260-760-1666  
railcarman@verizon.net 
 
Bill Neale     248-477-7875  
wneale@twmi.rr.com 
 
Tim Fisher     313-881-2607 
tafisher@comcast.net 
 
 

 
Resident Agent  

Uwe Thormaehlen   586-949-1878 
u.thormaehlen@yahoo.com 
 
NMRA Director  

Dave Thornton    248-879-6806 
dthorn5552@aol.com 
 
Model Contests  

Joel Goldberg    248-514-3207  
joelgoldb@yahoo.com 
  
Photo Contests 

Dan Lewis, MMR   248-852-7239 
danlewis@troychapel.com 
 
Achievement Program 

Larry Wolohon, MMR 
734-454-4816  
Larrywolohon@comcast.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Division One  

Fred  E  Lux    734-856-6489 
fred@fredlux.com 
 
Division Three 

Dick Moessner   260-637-7609 
Rb_train@comcast.net 
 
Division Four 

Skip Luyk    616-363-3453  
heluyk@yahoo.com 
 
Division Five 

John Hartmann  517-694-8925 
oakandco4@aol.com 
 
Division Six 

Glenn Joppich  734-464-6004 
steambigot@yahoo.com 

 
Division Eight 

Jerry Shanek   248-321-6097 
jerry_shanek@yahoo.com 
 
Division Nine 

David Simmons  734-662-9807 
david@aarailfan.com  

 
Division Ten 

Donald Harbin   810-238-0703 
donaldeharbin@gmail.com 

 

RAILROADING "WHAT THE ???"                                         NCR HUMOR 
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HEY!! - where did everyone goé?  
Ahhhhé this thing's getting heavyé. 
 
Actually this is the Roberts Bank coal 
dumper #31 and someone forgot to 
uncouple the engine before activating the 
rotary dumper. OOPS!!  



  

PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION   by Jack Watson    
 

Once again, it is time to produce another 
ñObservationò Column for the new issue of the 
ñHotBoxò Magazine!  That Editor guy is always after 
me, for another column!   
 

The absolute best part of the job, Recognition!  
Bringing focus to the members, who have attained 
a high level of achievement!!  In this Issue there are 
several;  Joel Goldberg of Division Eight for 
instance, was awarded ñModel Railroad Authorò  
and then there is Radford Jones also of Division 
Eight for ñChief Dispatcherò and there is also R. 
Brooks Stover, who hails from Division Eight, boy 
those Eight folks are sure a busy bunch!  Brooks 
has reached the pinnacle, the ultimate achievement 
in model railroading, the title of MASTER!  Yes, that 
is number four-twenty-eight, that out of nearly 
twenty thousand members.  CONGRADULATIONS 
Brooks!!!    A hearty well done, to all!!! 
 

Next, I had to secure the original authors (Jim Six 
of the newly formed Michiana Division) permission 
to plagerize his work here. 
  MODEL 
    RAILROAD 
     MODEL RAILROAD 
       MODEL RAILROADER 
         MODEL RAILROADING 
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 
 

All of the above are words and or word terms which 
we are all familiar with. I would venture to say, that 
most of us have not considered what they mean.  
Let us re-look at the above one item at a time.  Yes 
there is a purpose for this little exercise, and I 
believe that it is important for us, as we attempt to 
grow  the Region and the Divisions, and ultimately 
the NMRA as a whole! 
 

  MODEL =  from Wiktionary:  A minature 
representation of a physical object. 
 

  RAILROAD = from Wiktionary:  1- a permanent 
road consisting consisting of fixed metal rails to 
drive trains or similar motorized vehicles on. 
2-The transportation system comprising such roads 
and vehicles fitted to travel on the rails, usually with 
several vehicles connected together in a train. 

  MODEL RAILROAD 
= from Wikepedia: an 
exacting model of a 
railroad and the 
scenery which it 
passes, called a 
ñlayoutò  
 

  MODEL 
RAILROADER = from 
Wikepedia: ñModel 
Railroadersò or ñRailway Modelersò may collect 
model trains , building a landscape for the trains to 
pass through, or operate their own railroad in 
minature. 
 

  MODEL RAILROADING = from Wikepedia: model 
railroading is a hobby in which rail transport 
systems are modeled at a reduced scale or ratio. 
The scale models include; locomotives, rolling-
stock, street cars, tracks, signaling, roads, 
buildings, vehicles, model figures, lights and 
features such as streams hills and canyons. 
 

OK, where are we going with this?  
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION = 
it is not National Model Railroader Association! It is 
not, National Model Railroading Association! Or is it 
all of these, and just improperly named? In my 
opinion, and I am speaking for myself, I think 
NATIONAL MODEL RAILROADING 
ASSOCIATION would better apply, to how I see 
what we are doing in the North Central Region. In 
fact, even this comes up short because Wikepedia 
left ñoperateò out of the definition of model 
railroading. I for one think it should be included. 
 

Just so everyone is clear about ñmyò intentions, I 
am only speaking for myself, and not for anyone 
else, I see the Region as being abouté. model 
railroads, in scale, to include locomotives, rolling 
stock, streetcars, track, signaling, roads, buildings, 
vehicles, model figures and scenery features such 
as hills, streams, fields andé.. railroad operation. 
We are indeed fortunate, to live in The ñGreat Eraò 
of model railroading! 
 

Remember comments are always welcome, feel 
free to contact me, anytime  586-598-7407  or  
jwatson1212@sbcglobal.net 
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RAILFANNING DIV 10                                    NCR GOES TRACKSIDE 
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Saginaw and Mid-Michigan RR is located in the 
basement of The Historical Society of Saginaw County 
museum. This is a HO scale modular layout that now 
is a permanent exhibit at the museum.  

The Saginaw Railway Museum is housed in 
a Pere Marquette depot and also includes 
several pieces of rolling stock on the 
grounds. In the basement of the depot is their 
HO scale layout.  











http://www.pfingstco.com/diamonds/disks/321-347.html#disk345
http://tsd.digitrax.com/index.php?c=19


http://www.divisiononencr.com/
http://www.hoosierdiv3nmra.org/
mailto:heluyk@yahoo.com
http://www.div5.ncr-nmra.org/
http://www.div6-ncr-nmra.com/
http://www.div8.ncr-nmra.org/
http://www.div9.ncr-nmra.org/
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http://thelibrary.org/lochist/frisco/allaboard/Optimized/1989_2_v3_9.pdf
http://www.frisco.org/vb/forumdisplay.php?f=190












http://www.trains.com/
mailto:grmrhs@gmail.com
http://www.grmrhs.org/
http://www.durandrailroaddays.com/
mailto:lmrc1953@hotmail.com
http://www.lmrc.org/
http://www.lansing.org/batyot
mailto:snapshotjan@embarqmail.com
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