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HotBox Editorial

Hello! Some of you know me, many others do no t, so let's start with

i ntroduct I'nBasyéHensel, your new Editor of the NCR HOTBOX publication.

| have arrived here in this position, from an invitation by our new NCR

President Jack Watson. Why did Jack ask me? Well for one, | opened my mouth and

said | would probably be interested in trying this position. The other reason,

Jack (and Div 6 members) have been reading my writings for the last 17 years or

so, as th e Division 6 newsl| etter Editor, and | guess he liked what he has read

for those many year s. I'm also Editor of a car club newsletter for 30 + years,
have written a department newsletter at work for close to 4 years and recently

handed over the editorship of the high school band booster newsletter, after 8

years of doing that. Does this mean | k now what | '"m doingé heck
to write, have since my own high school days, and now | get to add the HotBox
to my list of publications. Cool! Well, now you know a bit about me, your next
guestions isé what about al | t hose b andlididnt get?? e s
Well, please see the article further along in this issue for some explanations
and plans we have for this publication. Some of these plans , were made by a
committee of NCR members, who volunteered to help steer this publication in a
new di rection. My Thanks to those who have helped
and will continue to help! While our plans are
ZZI? 2|;!)(7)tBOX made, the future is never set, so ho_pefully we'll
Vol 5 N 5 travel t_hat path together. What is set, is the past
U and with the past mentioned, | must also give a
EDITOR huge Thanks to those that came before me. Larry
Barry Hensel Wright, HotBox  Editor extraordinaire , has been
43642 Lotus Dr quite an inspiration to me. And recently, Tim
Canton, MI 48188 Fisher and Stu Sonta, who tried so very hard to
barry76Lt@wowway.com make this work. The National Convention and recent
times have just meant that no t enough time could be

Editorial Advisers

Jack Watson  Dave McMullian dedicated to this publication. Hey, we all have to

work for a living first, our families come second

Tim Fisher .. -
and this is our hobby. | greatly appreciate all
Marge Hensel John Beres do any better? Who knows?? | too have many other
_ _ commitments in my life, but I'm hoping | can add
The HotBox is published quarterly by the | thjs one as well a nd do well enough to give YOU a

North Central Region of the National

Model Railroad Association. Publication

dates are-

SPRING, Feb1 SUMMER, May 1 Thanks for readingeé Barry
FALL, Aug 1 WINTER, Nov 1

publication you will enjoy!

All material, articles and advertising must
be submitted to the Editor. All material
should be electronic, preferably MicroSoft
Word or Powerpoint. Pictures should be
in Jpeg format and color. Material can be
emailed or sent via US Mail on cd-rom.
Materials will not be returned, unless
return postage and envelope are

included. Material submission deadline is M O D E L RA I L ROA D I N G I S F U N |

FIVE weeks before publication date.

Feel free to contact the Editor via email,
with any comments, questions or
corrections.
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION by Jack watson

As a first, hopefully not too feebl e attempt at a
'President's Column' for the HOTBOX, | wish to relay a very
large THANK -YOU to many! To all the members of the North

Central Region, who expressed their faith by voting for the — i = | =——
'slate’, running in the last election! Vice - President Dave paTsonl ———
McMullian, Secretary Larry Wolohon, Treasurer Dean Pyers and

Directors Marv Linke and Bill Neale all join me in Thanking -
You for your support. We hope to prove capable of your trust
in these elective positions.

Next, a hearty Thank - You to outgoing President Tim Fisher
as he now moves into the ro le as a Director on the Board! For this we are
indeed fortunate, as he will be available to advise the new regime as they take
control. Tim suffered through two tough terms, actually his second stint as
President, (my guess is that he did not learn his lesson the first time), for
which we are grateful. Tim was instrumental in guiding the Region to and
through the National Convention, many, many Thanks are owed, because of his

tireless efforts, on the Region's behalf! As | begin my term at the April Board
meeting, | am reminded what George Washington said to John Adams at the
latter's inauguration - "Out with the old, in with the new . We shall see who is
happier!"

We also need to include some large sized Thank - You's to the other out - going
members of the NCR Board, former Secretary Sue Yestrepsky, Treasurer Marv
Linke, Direct ors Roger Parry, Jim Sieradzinski and Larry Wolohon and let us not

forget Registrar Bob Polasky! All of these folks worked hard for the Region.
When you run into them, be sure to say "Thanks" and give them a pat on the
back!

The Treasurers report i s significant, we are not broke, but neither can we
continue on the same path, as in the past. The issue of the National Convention
revenue has been expe rtly handled by our NMRA Trustee and Convention Chairman
Dave Thornton. Three huge cheers and an atta - boy for Dave! When you receive
this issue of the HOTBOX, the dispersion of funds should have been completed
into various coffers!

The Board has also un dertaken a study of the HOTBOX magazine. Most members
and all of the Board of Directors are not satisfied with the current situation!
We have been repeatedly informed that the problem lies in the lack of material
for print. No doubté we al st&eepin mirmdethls isaarrdute ol e
fulfilling your author requirement on your quest to become an MMR. Write an
article! The staff will assist with corrections, formatting, etc. Feel free to
ask them for help! On this same vein, | have somehow (by lying or just sweet
talking) gotten Barry Hensel of Division 6 and 'National Convention Fame' to
become the new Editor of the HOTBOX! Barry is a very capable writer and editor,
and most importantly, he is very dependable!! Other changes are afoot, there
will proba bly be two more issues printed and mailed. The NCR Constitution
requires that we provide the magazine to all NCR members who live within the
NCR boundaries. If we continue to do this it will push the annual cost of the
publication to between $5000 - $6000 do llars! No small amount! No matter how you
shake it, we do not have those kinds of funds. Beginning in 2009, we will be
going electronic. The HOTBOX will be a pdf format file, listed on a webserver
for anyone to download and read. There will be one issue pr inted per year to
all NMRA members in the Region, with member information and ballots as
necessary. You will receive much more information about this in the near
future!
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATIONé é conti nuedéé

This year's NCR Co nvention is well on it's way, hosted by Division 1 in

Toledo, "FAST FREIGHT '08" will pull you in on September 19 - 20, 2008. A few of
the headliners will be Allen McClelland MMR, Gary Albers of the MCR, Andy
Sperandeo of MR and our own Dan Lweis MMR (don't ya just love all of those

abbreviations)! Lots of operating sessions are planned, many prototype tours
are in the works and tons of clinics/workshops will be available! Come and take
advantage! Are ya going??
This is pretty much where the NCR stands fo r the moment. Things will change
and | will report any and all, good or bad, as they come down the pike! | also
plan to attend at least one meeting in each Division. | need your input,
otherwise | have no idea what you want. Please feel free to contact me,

evenings are best, say 7pm -11lpm at 586 -598-7407. Fridays are out, got

railroading to do! Or you can email me at jwatson1212@sbcglobal.net I will
answer any and al l guestionsé remember, I work for
THANX, Jack

REMEMBER!!! YOUR article could be appearing RIGHT
HERE!! Please consider writing an article for a future issue of
the HotBox!!

UPCOMING ARTICLES-

** Div 6 Superintendent Glenn Joppich will be starting a
series of articles on the design and construction of his new
HO scale pike!

* HOW-TO make a nifty brake lever to hold your train while
switching on a grade! No mor e
* HOW-TO make a nAlightedo uncoup
* * Rail fanning Pennsy, B N, Mi

O — I
o m O

REMEMBER!!! Only ONE more issue of the HotBox will be
printed!! First issue of 2009, due in February, will be our first
all electronic issue, available to download and view from our
new website! More information in the Winter 2008 issue!
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STINKY CREEK RAILROAD by jim Treadaway NCR LAYOUT TOUR

Not as it was, as it should have been

The Stinky Creek is inspired by
the Everett and Monte Cristo
Railway which was a 42 mile
standard gauge railroad which ran
from Puget Sound to the gold
fiel dsin the Cascade Mountains of

Washin gton State. The Everett &
Monte Cristo was financed by a
Rockefeller  Syndicate. When a
local surveyor submitted a plan

that avoided the water level rout e
along the Stillaguamish R iver, he
was promptly fired by the Easte rn

Syndicate with the comment that

they had been building railroads

along rivers in the East for &
decades and t hat Alittl e trout
streamd was not aThep budthhe eailnoad along the river and every

spring the HAtrout streamod becameoutddridgesy waskingtoutt ear i ng

track, and roaring through the tunnels knocking out the supports. As a

consequence of the whopping annual repair costs and disruption of service the

railway never made a profit, and was abandoned in the 19306s.
In my alternate his tory, the

railroad was financed by a couple

of lumber barons from Michigan.
Cutler and Savidge had made a
fortune by cutting down every tree
over 2 inches in diameter in upper

Michigan. (It was also rumored
that some of their money came from
an illegal bus iness which supplied

the loggers with something they
wanted but which was in short
supply in the woods) . Cutler and
Savidge were looking for some
where to continue their clear
cutting when they heard about the

gold and trees in the Cascade

Mountains. They had the railroad
_ _ built as designed by the local
Gas station modeled from pen & ink surveyor. They did not mind th e

drawing of a real station circuitous route because their

plan was to have the ore shipments from the gold mines pay for the railroad so

they could ship their timber and lumber for free. The longer the r oute the

greater access to the trees. Thus the Stinky Creek has lots of bridges, high

trestles and tunnels. The spring floods were avoided and the railroad

prospered. The time is now the 19306s and in spite of th
Creek is operating a nd bringing some prosperity to the area. The Stinky Creek

Railroad and the town founded by Mr. Cutter were named after his Kentucky

birthplace.
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