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Hello again! | h ope you have made it through winter
as unscathed as possible. That was quite a season! Glad

to see the snow finally gone and warmer weather arrive.

While that does shift my activities schedule (time to

get the Camaro out!) | promise you | will stay on top

of the HotBox publication schedule.

Did you notice the masthead on our HotBox for the se
last two issues? WE'RE 50 YEARS OLD! That means the
HotBox was started in 1959... Geez, | was only 5 years
old, but | can tell you | was a train buff even at that
young age! | do n't have the entire HotBox history,
maybe some of you can fill in the "early" years for us.
| can tell you that prior to the Spring 1987 issue,

Stan Rajca was the editor and that same issue was the
first for Editor Steve Akers. It was 16 pages cover to

cov er and everything was done by typewriter! Steve had
to step out only one year later and Larry Wright
stepped in with the Spring 1988 issue. | do not have
Larry's first issue, but 3 issues later, Fall 1988 was

the largest issue to date, 28 pages! Larry deci

20 years as Editor was good enough and he retired in
2006. With the Fall 2006 issue, Tim Fisher and Stu
Sonta took the reins and held the HotBox together as
everyone prepared for the 2007 NMRA National convention
in our area. As you know, | was as ked by new NCR
President Jack Watson to consider this position last

summer... and here we are today! | don't know if I'll

last 20 years like Larry did... God willing and with

your help with articles, I'l be happy to try! And
don't tell anyone, but so far, I'm enjoying this!

And speaking of articles... MANY THANKSto all of you
who have stepped -up and sent me articles for this
issue, past issues and future issues. Keep 'em coming!

I'm a full believer that more is better and I'll try to
keep getting more into each issue. Gee, only 76 issues
to go... Thanks for r eBadyi ngé

ded that

MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN!

HOTBOX CORRECTIONS

Always striving to be correct, is something we will try to do w ith the HotBox.

But, we are also human and mistakes happen. Please forgive us, these are usually

NOT intentional! We're getting older, fingers fatter and eyes dimmer. Thanks for

your understanding. Corrections for the February 2009 edition of the HotBox ar e-
* email ad dress for Div 1 Pres. Chuck Williams has been corrected, pg 3
* email address for Div 9 Pres. David Simmons has been corrected, pg 3
* email address for Div 8 Pres. Jerry Shanek has been corrected, pg 3

FRONT COVER PICTURES Photo s from tw o Div 3 layouts and this issues projects!

REAR COVER PICTURES More LED | ighting , simple car cards & final Conv report

NCR" OOPS" é.
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RAILROADING "WHAT THE ??27?"
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John Hartmann
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What we really search for when
"railfan”......

we

How come | never
see these?? ->
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Glenn Joppich
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NCR HUMOR

<- OUCH! Well, if you have to have a
hood ornament, why not a Caddy?
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION by Jack watson

Are you goin? Your opportunity is coming! It will be here
before you expect it! It is your chance to "Get your hands
on Railroading", what is it?? Why it's the "Fort Wayne Shops
2009", you know, th e annual North Central Region Convention!
Yes, | know that it's not till October , the fifteenth t hru
the eighteenth to be exact! That's less than six months
away, so start planning to attend NOW and you'll still
hav e time to set some funds aside!
Therei s an INCREDIBLE amount to PARTICIPATE in!!! There
are Clinics, (some folks prefer to call them workshops!),
Demonstrations, Presentations, Discussions and so me 'hands - on- clinics'......
bring your hand tools! There are  Contests; NMRA sanctioned Model and Pho to
Contests. There will eve nbea special Popular Vote type contest! There are
Modular Layouts, and a Slide Night too! There is a handy Store and even a
Hospitali  ty Room with coffee, drinks and shacks. Did | mention Door - Prizes??
A couple of the featur ed speakers/  clinicians are nati onally known model
railroaders; Jim Six and Bernie Kempinski! Some of the Topics include Brass
Construction, Resin Casting, Scenery Techniques, Box Car Weat hering and,
Prototype Modeling, just to name a few!!!
There are OPE RATING SESSIONS, PROTOTYPE
TOURS, HOME LAYOUTTours, and the famous Fort

Wayne Railroad Historical Society, featuring o -y
the possibility of 'enginee  r at the thrott le'. : - ‘
maybe you can get yo ur picture on the cover of o S .
the "HOT - BOX" Magazine???
You can easily see that there is FULL Menu F O RT WAYN E
available this Fall! The Division Three folks SHOPS
did a real bang - up job the last time they ;?eey‘,ust
hosted the North Central Region! Don't let this HE SHOP>
opportunity pass, the cost is ve ry reasonable!
Are ya goin??? For any further information
vi sit the NORTHEAST HOOSIER website: October 15-18. 2009
http://www.hoosierdiv3nmra.org NMRA North Centra’l Realon
| hope to "see you at the shops"!!!!! Canvention g
If you need to get a hold of me, p roba bly your
best bet, is to send me an e -mail or phon e me Fort Wayne Shops
in the evening . I'will answer all inquiries, or 20 0 9
be happy to listen to anything you have to say
about the Region - that' s what|am here for!
THANX Jack

YOUR article could be appearing RIGHT HERE!! Please
consider writing an article for a future issue of the HotBox!!
Fame, Fortune (not really) and points toward your MMR await
you when you write a HotBox article!

REMEMBER!!! We need YOU as a "DIVISION INFORMER" so that
everyone else knows what your Division is doing! We will need YOUR
helS IRU IXWXUH LVVXHV RlI« WKH +R
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