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HotBox Editorial                 Barry Hensel, Editor 

 

   Attended the NCR convention in Fort Wayne, hosted by Division 3. Were 
you there? It was a very good convention, lots to do and see and a good 
time. You'll find all the convention wrap-up, right here in your HotBox!  
   Of course, with one convention over, another one looms on the horizon. 
The 2010 NCR convention now cranks-up it's publicity machine and hopes 
you will attend next year. My home Division 6 is the host and I (shamelessly 
admit) am the convention Chairman. I will try to keep that job and this one, 
separate, as it would be very easy for me to continue to use this column as a 
tool to promote the convention. BTW- the "North Central Express 2010" is on 
October 21-24, 2010.  
   I am disappointed that after a full year of Editorship, I have not been able to 
convince someone in each Division, except Div 1, to become a Division 
Informer. I really wanted to make the HotBox THE source for news through-
out the NCR, which of course includes each Division. While how-to articles 
and layout tours are always welcome and needed to make the HotBox a 
great publication, I firmly believe that the NCR and Division news is equally 
important. So here's one more pitch.... how about becoming the Informer in 
your Division? Email me for details.....  
   We are now IN our "season"! Fall and Winter are the biggest times of the 
year for model railroading, as our outdoor activities come to a close. COOL! 
This month, November, is National Model Railroad Month. Are you going to 
promote our hobby? I'm sure you can! I hope you will!  
   We now wrap-up the HOTBOX 50th year with this issue. I continue to 
receive comments and concerns on this publication. I have listened, as you 
will see there are ñimprovementsò with this issue. Newer font, columns in 
some articles, but sorry to say (for some) the color covers will continue. I 
really believe they help ñsellò the new HOTBOX and Iôm hoping they bring 
some color into your model railroading lives, 4 times a year. Please keep 
those comments AND concerns coming!  
  Thanks for readingé  Barry 
 

MODEL RAILROADING IS FUN! 
 

NCR HELP NEEDED!!                            NCR HELP!!! 

Rails on Wheels, a modular club based in the Ann Arbor area, recently had a 
new trailer stolen. Many of their layout modules were also in the trailer along 
with tools. If you hear of any trailers for sale cheap, please contact the club 
through Jeff Fryman (734) 944-9872, railsonwheels@yahoo.com     or their     
website-    www.railsonwheels.com 
 

HOTBOX CORRECTIONS                                                             NCR "OOPS"é. 
 

Always striving to be correct, is something we will try to do with the HotBox. But, we are also human and 
mistakes happen. Please forgive us, these are usually NOT intentional! Corrections for the August 2009 edition 
of the HotBox are- 
 * new email address for Doug Harbin, Div 10 Superintendent   
 * corrections in the Pike Ad for Gratiot Valley 
  

FRONT COVER PICTURES- Best in Show color print by Sue Parry from the Fort Wayne convention 
REAR COVER PICTURES-  Div 8 layout tours, NCX convention logo, tool article 
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RAILROADING "WHAT THE ???"                                     NCR HUMOR 

 
           Self explanatoryéé  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
"Ralph, you left the vent OPEN on that tanker, didn't you?"   

     "Uhhhh... I THINK so..." 
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PRESIDENTS OBSERVATION   by Jack Watson    
 

Freshly returned from another GREAT North 
Central Region Convention, Fort Wayneôs Shops 
2009 was TERRIFFIC !!!! More than enough was 
available for any model railroader, at this annual 
shindig!   Loads of ñhow toò classes, by nationally 
known clinicians, and some local Regional folks 
too!   There were unusual prototype tours available, 
twenty-two layouts open for viewing, model and 
photography contests open to participation by any 
member, operating sessions filled-up quickly, a 
superb Awards Breakfast celebration,  and a Hotel 
that went above and beyond to accommodate!  Yet 
only sixteen percent of the NCR membership took 
advantage, for a very reasonable outlay, you could 
have been extremely busy for three and a half 
days!  Where were you? 
 
Am always disappointed when I hear members 
complain they donôt get much for their money!  The 
actual truth is that you often get back what you put 
in!  There are always opportunities available, YOU 
have to get off your butt, and go take part in them!  
No one is going to call you and harass you into 
being an active member, you have to want to, and 
you have to ñjust do itò This advice goes for 
Conventions and Divisional activities, get 
involvedéé.even though you are too busy with 
your life, it will surprise you how many things there 
are going on, and how many really good people 
you will meet!  I would like to rephrase my 
statement,  eighty-four percent of the Region 
membership, did not bother to take part in a 
GREAT Convention! 
 
The Region is doing fine, we are solvent and 
holding fairly even with membership numbers, as is 
the National.  The Board of Directors has tried to be 
a bit more innovative with the funds available to the 
Region.  We tried to offer Grant money to all of the 
Divisions, sadly only two, took real advantage of 
the program and one was turned into a Region 
wide program.  The emphasis of the National has 
shifted to helping the Regions and Divisional levels 
of the membership.  It is a start, and we are 
working hard to implement many phases of these 
new programs.  We hope that you will see a 
difference, as the year progresses. 
 
 
 

Also we need to hold 
elections again, those 
terms sure seem to 
run out quickly!  If you 
have any interest in 
running for an elected 
position within the 
Region,  please inform 
any of the Board of 
Directors, they will be 
more than happy to see your name on the ballot!  
There is also one non-elected position that needs a 
new Chairman,  Glenn Joppich would like to be 
replaced as the Model Contest Chair, he is more 
than happy to work with a successor for a year to 
get them on the road successfully!  If anyone would 
like to apply, please contact me, or again, any 
Board Member of your wishes.  
 
Have also decided, that it is high time to recognize 
those hard-working modelers, who are sweating out 
their efforts in the NMRA Achievement Program.  
This magazine is the perfect place to give these 
folks some published notoriety, for their hard work 
and dedication to the pursuit of the Master Model 
Railroader designation!    
Walter Griffin of Division Three ï Golden Spike,    
   and  
R. Brooks Stover of Division Eight - Master Builder 
Structures, Chief Dispatcher and  Master Builder 
Prototype Models, a triple!  
Congratulations gentlemen, keep up the good work! 
 
Finally, a very hearty round of applause, for all 
those hard working members of Division Three, 
their tireless efforts, did produce one fine 
Convention!  Know that you have raised the bar 
again! 
 
Remember comments are always welcome, feel 
free to contact me, anytime  586-598-7407  or  
jwatson1212@sbcglobal.net 
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FORT WAYNE MODEL CONTEST RESULTS                  NCR INFO 
 

This years Model Contest at the Fort Wayne Shops Convention was a wonderful success. We had a total of 18 
entries in three categories. I would like to thank the judges, Jack Watson, Larry Wolohon, Howard Andrews, 
John Bussard, Joel Goldberg and myself. Many thanks to them for volunteering their time to help provide a 
quality contest.  All the models were excellent and judging them was a rewarding experience as always. 
Congratulations to all the participants. Of the models entered we had nine qualify for Merit Awards and another 
five qualified as Gold Award models. Have fun, Glenn Joppich, Contest Chairman 
   
Best in Show  
Allen Crowley             Burt Station 
  
Traction 
1st Howard Andrews  Pittsburg Railway Crane 
2nd Terry Bossick      Canadian LRV 
  
Structures 
1st John Bussard      Yard Tower 
2nd John Bussard     Cave in Rock Hotel 
3rd Joel Goldberg     Cucumber Processing Plant 
  
Display 
1st Joel Goldberg      Coal/Fuel Facility 
 
Here's the list of photo winners.  
Submitted by Al Crowley, filling in for Dan Lewis 
  
Best of Show           
Susan Perry                  Night Owl 
 
Prototype Color 
1st   William Gawthorp      Running in the Street 
2nd  Ray Huber                 CSX 8373 
3rd   Ray Huber                 Switch Stand in the Snow 
  
Prototype Black and White 
1st   Susan Perry               Double Headed Burks 
2nd  Joseph Polefko          Columbia Park Station 
3rd   Joseph Polefko          Conrail Depot 
  
Model Photo Color 
1st   Howard Andrews            End of the Day 
2nd  William Gawthorp          Ten Wheeler on the Trestle 
Honorable Mention    William Gawthorp     B&O Jeep 
Honorable Mention     Ray Huber              See Ya Next Time 
  
Prototype Color Slide 
1st   Glenn Joppich                The Office 
Honorable Mention    Gleen Joppich       Moving Out 
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